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Mr. Dave Doyle
Rocketdyne Division
Rockwell International Corporation
6633 Canoga Avenue
Canoga Park , CA 91303

Dear Mr. Doyle :

Based on our phone conversation this morning I have prepared the attached
statement of work for recertification activities on pressure vessels and systems at the
Peacekeeper Propellant Loading facility at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) . The
tasks outlined on the attachment are intended to not only address obvious problems such
as leaks , corrosion , and the like, but also ensures the maximum practical safety of the
vessels through analysis and inspection .

The recertification process assembles sufficient documentation to establish a level
of confidence in the safety of a Vessel or System Component to operate over a defined
period of time within limits established as part of the operating requirements . To establish
this confidence , one may combine a wide variety of engineering, inspection and testing
techniques . For older vessels and components with no , or limited documentation, this
certification may be more complex , involving the compilation of engineering and inspection
or test documentation equivalent to that provided with a new vessel or component .

The recertification process also should provide a period of time in which the
application of an inservice inspection and test program is implemented to assure minimum
potential for failure in normal operation . A document providing the overall methodology
for the recertification of anv pressure vessel or system has been developed and designated
ESMC-TR-88-01, entitled "A Guide for Recertification of Ground Based Pressure Vessels and
Liquid Holding Tanks Application of a proven methodology such as this will ensure all
aspects are considered as appropriate to minimize any potential downtime required during
the recertification effort.

The Statement of Work presented in the attachment is intentionally general . such
that it may be applied to pressure vessels and systems at the facility as you deem
appropriate . Some of the specific activities identified as necessary to support the
recertification of the two nitrogen tetroxide storage vessels V1273 and V1274 are resolution
of the leaks, and removal and reinstallation of the insulation upon completion of the
prescribed nondestructive examinations . Proper protection of personnel directly involved
with physical activities on the vessels (le insulation removal, repair of leaks, etc .) should
also be realized by the chosen contractor .
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General Physics received high praise from Rocketdyne for the recertification and
safety assessment completed earlier this year on the autoclave in the ablative fabrication
area. Mr. Charles Turnage was particularly pleased with the fact that all of our activities
were structured around Rocketdyne's manufacturing schedule, thereby minimizing the
impact on operations to the maximum extent. As you know, our reputation in the industry
is unparalleled and was gained as a result of technical expertise, cost conscious project
management, and client satisfaction. If you have questions on any specifics or would like
additional information please feel free to contact me, Robert Danna, or James Cipriano at
(619) 296-8585 .

Sincerely ,

GENERAL PHYSICS CORPORATIO N

Enclosures

Adam C. Weinstein
Manager, Engineering Se rv ices
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