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Meredith Williams, Ph.D.

Jared Blumenfeld Actin g Director Gavin Newsom
Secretary for 1001 “I" Street Govemar
Environmental Protection
P.O. Box 806

Sacramento, California 95812-0806
October 16, 2019 SENT VIA U.S. MAIL AND ELECTRONIC COPY

Mr. John Jones, PMP

Department of Energy

Energy Technology Engineering Center
4100 Guardian Street, Suite 160

Simi Valley, California 93063

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE FOR
DEMOLITION OF FACILITIES IN AREA IV AT THE SANTA SUSANA FIELD
LABORATORY, REVISION C (AUGUST 2016)

Dear Mr. Jones:

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is committed to expediting the
cleanup of the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) and working cooperatively with
the United States Department of Energy (DOE) to ensure that any building demolition in
Area IV and disposal of debris proceeds in a health-protective manner. Given recent
actions taken by DOE, DTSC is providing this letter to clarify that DOE may not proceed
with any Area IV building demolition without DTSC approval.

DTSC reviewed DOE’s September 23, 2019 Record of Decision (ROD) for building
demolition in Area IV and the Notice of Status Update (Notice) filed by DOE in the
Natural Resources Defense Council v. DOE litigation on September 24, 2019. DOE’s
statement that it could start demolishing buildings as early as late October is concerning
given DOE's obligation to coordinate with DTSC regarding building demolition. In an
August 2018 correspondence, DTSC clearly stated its expectation that DOE keep
DTSC updated with a demolition schedule that will “allow for the evaluation of
demolition notification packages, scheduling and coordination of field visits and
applicable oversight, and the review of documentation for demolition-related activities
such as waste characterization, radiological screening, hazardous materials abatement,
debris disposal, and recycling.” (Letter from DTSC to DOE re August 2016 Standard
Operating Procedure for Demolition of Facilities in Area IV at SSFL (Revision C),
August 2016 (Aug. 1, 2018).) DOE’s Notice does not satisfy these requirements and
otherwise fails to articulate how DOE will allow for required DTSC oversight of DOE’s
building demolition activities under the 2010 Administrative Order on Consent (AOC).
(See AOC, 12.3.1 ['DOE shall submit to DTSC for its review and approval a demolition
plan, demolition schedule and detailed procedure that describe the activities that DOE
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shall perform to sample and characterize DOE’s remaining buildings to determine
whether they are contaminated with radiological or chemical contaminants, and to
determine appropriate handling methods for managing and disposing of demolition
debris”].)

DTSC will not allow demolition of any bundlngs in Area IV of the SSFL to proceed based
on DOE’s August 2016 Standard Operating Procedure for Demolition of Facilities in
Area |V at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory, Revision C (SOP). The SOP does not.
comply with the requirements of the AOC with respect to the demolition, characterization
and disposal of all buildings located on Area IV. Strict adherence to these requirements
is necessary to protect public health and the environment by ensuring that radioactive
building demolition debris is properly disposed of in a licensed and/or authorized
low-level radioactive waste facility.

?

To the extent that DOE considers DTSC’s August 2018 communication as an approval
to proceed with building demolition at SSFL, DTSC is rescinding such approval.
Pursuant to the Paragraph 7.3.1 of the AOC, DTSC directs DOE to submit a revised
SOP consistent with the AOC (including the Agreement in Principle incorporated
therein) that outlines the process for preparation and submittal of demolition and waste
disposal plans for all buildings located in Area IV regardless of building ownership or
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) status. The SOP must set forth the
process for preparation and submittal of closure plans for RCRA-permitted bundlngs
The SOP must also either:

1. Provide that DOE will characterize the buildings’ radionuclides to a background
standard for purposes of determining if radiological contamination exists and
require that all debris contaminated with radioactive contaminants above local
background levels be disposed in a licensed low-level radioactive waste facility or
an authorized low-level radioactive disposal facility at a DOE site; or

2. Provide for the disposal of all Area IV building demolition debris at a licensed
low-level radioactive waste facility or an authorized low-level radioactive
disposal facility at a DOE site.

By October 21, 2019, DTSC requests that DOE provide written notification to DTSC of
which option DOE will pursue and confirm that it will not commence any demolition
activities pending DTSC’s approval of a revised SOP and required demolition-related
documentation (e.g., building demolition plans, etc.). (See AOC, 1 2.3.1.) Given our joint




Mr. John Jones, PMP
October 16, 2019
Page 3

commitment to expedite the cleanup of SSFL, DTSC pledges to immediately work with
DOE to implement either option to allow building demolition and disposal to proceed in a
health-protective manner. DTSC looks forward to working as partners with DOE to
implement the 2010 AOC.
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