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Sent Via Electronic Mail 

January 17, 2025 

Mr. Michael Bower 
The Boeing Company 
5800 Woolsey Canyon Road 
Canoga Park, California 91304-1148 
Michael.O.Bower2@boeing.com   

Dr. Joshua Mengers 
U.S. Department of Energy 
4100 Guardian Street, Suite 160 
Simi Valley, California 93063 
Joshua.Mengers@emcbc.doe.gov    

Mr. Peter Zorba 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
5800 Woolsey Canyon Road  
Canoga Park, California 91304 
Peter.D.Zorba@nasa.gov  

DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL COMMENTS ON THE 
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON THE SITEWIDE GROUNDWATER RFI SUMMARY, 
SANTA SUSANA FIELD LABORATORY, VENTURA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, DATED 
DECEMBER 13, 2024 

Dear Messrs. Bower, Mengers, and Zorba: 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has Completed Its Review of The 
Response to Comments on the Sitewide Groundwater RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) 
Summary for the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL), Ventura County, California 
(Responses). The Boeing Company (Boeing) submitted the Responses, dated 
December 13, 2024, on behalf of the Department of Energy (DOE) and the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in a table format addressing DTSC’s 
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comments dated October 30, 2024, on the Sitewide Groundwater RFI Summary. The 
Responses were collaboratively generated by Boeing, NASA, and DOE. 

DTSC has the following comments on the Responses: 

COMMENT 2 

DTSC Comment, August 2024: 

Table 7-1, titled “SSFL Groundwater Chemicals of Interest,” needs to be expanded to 
include all chemicals identified that have the potential to impact groundwater. 

Responsible Party (RP) Response, October 30, 2024: 

Table 7-1 includes chemicals of concern (COCs) identified in the RPs’ groundwater RFI 
reports. The intent of the RFI Sitewide Summary is to provide an executive-level 
summary of the RP’s DTSC-approved individual RFIs (to provide a high-level 
description of what was known at the time of completion of the RP’s groundwater RFIs). 
Therefore, additional chemicals that may impact groundwater that are not identified in 
RPs’ groundwater RFIs should not be included in the RFI Sitewide Summary.  

NASA:  

As part of the response to DTSC comments and DTSC approval of the NASA 
groundwater RFI, NASA has agreed to evaluate other chemicals that have the potential 
to impact groundwater as part of the NASA Phase 2 Groundwater Corrective Measures 
Study (CMS) and will collect additional data to support this evaluation as part of the 
revised Sitewide Water Quality Sampling and Analysis Plan (WQSAP) work. Therefore, 
this information is not included in the RFI Sitewide Summary. 

Boeing:  

Boeing has already completed this analysis and included it in the Draft Chatsworth 
Formation Operable Unit (CFOU) CMS and has utilized this information during its 
ongoing Sitewide WQSAP evaluation. 

DOE:  

DOE’s evaluation of chemicals “with potential impact to groundwater” is ongoing. DOE 
believes that the outcome of the evaluation is speculative and not a critical item for the 
RFI Sitewide Summary report. 

DTSC Response, January 17, 2025: 

Summary Table 7-1 should be expanded to include all chemicals that are being carried 
forward to CMS for further evaluation, not just the “chemicals of interest.” The chemicals 
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of interest should be clearly distinguished (e.g., bold type) to identify those that 
represent the majority of impacts. 

COMMENT 4 

DTSC Comment, August 2024: 

Figures identifying source zones should be included in the RFI report. Each figure can 
contain multiple RFI sites but should be at a readable scale. In addition to the source 
zones, figures showing the COC plumes for the most prevalent chemicals should also 
be included. The plume figures can be provided at a sitewide scale. 

RP Response, October 30, 2024: 

It was agreed upon with DTSC during the October 20, 2022, meeting that only the 
sitewide key plumes (TCE, perchlorate, and tritium), copied from the latest Boeing 
annual Sitewide groundwater monitoring report, would be provided in the RFI Sitewide 
Summary. For other figures, the RFI reports would be referenced. 

DTSC Response, January 17, 2025: 

Please provide detailed references for the figures showing the soil and bedrock source 
zones as reported in the RFI reports by all three RPs. The references should include the 
report volume, section, and figure number. While these figures do not need to be 
included in this sitewide report, it is important to ensure that the appropriate references 
are documented.  

For the lateral plume extents, the figures provided for tetrachloroethylene (PCE), 
trichloroethylene (TCE), and Tritium are sufficient. Plume extent maps for other 
chemicals should be referenced with report volume, section, and figure number.   

COMMENT 5 

DTSC Comment, August 2024: 

Please include relevant cross-sections from the various RFI reports that illustrate the 
vertical extent of the most prevalent COCs such as TCE or TCE-equivalent COCs. 

RP Response, October 30, 2024: 

The intent of the RFI Sitewide Summary is to provide an executive-level summary of the 
RPs’ DTSC-approved individual RFIs. It was agreed upon with DTSC during the 

October 20, 2022 meeting that only a few key figures would be included in the RFI 
Sitewide Summary. For other figures, the RFI reports would be referenced. 



Messrs. Bower, Mengers, and Zorba  
January 17, 2025 
Page 4 

 

DTSC Response, January 17, 2025:  

DTSC requests that RPs include a single key map showing all cross-section locations 
presented in each RFI report/volume. The cross-sections should be color-coded by 
report/volume which would be described/referenced in the figure legend.  

An example of a key map is Boeing’s Figure 4-2: SSFL Geologic Map from the RFI 
report. 

DTSC acknowledges and accepts responses for remaining comments 1, 3 and 6 
submitted to DTSC on December 13, 2024. DTSC requests the RPs submit a revised 
Sitewide Summary document in accordance with the above comments within 
30 calendar days of the date of this letter. 

If you have any questions regarding DTSC’s comments, please contact me at 
(916) 255-3619 or via email at Vlado.Arsov@dtsc.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 
Vlado Arsov, PE 
Santa Susana Field Laboratory Unit 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 

cc: (next page)  
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cc:  (via email) 

Steven Becker, PG 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Steven.Becker@dtsc.ca.gov 

Mindy Mathias, PE 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Mindy.Mathias@dtsc.ca.gov 

Tom Seckington, PG, CHG  
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Tom.Seckington@dtsc.ca.gov 

Tanya Brosnan, PG, CHG 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Tanya.Brosnan@dtsc.ca.gov  

Paul Carpenter, PG 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Paul.Carpenter@dtsc.ca.gov 

Monica Martinez 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Monica.Martinez@dtsc.ca.gov 

Julie Lincoln, PE 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Julie.Lincoln@dtsc.ca.gov 
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