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December 18, 2024

Dr. Joshua Mengers

Federal Project Director

Energy Technology Engineering Center
U.S. Department of Energy

4100 Guardian Street, Suite 160

Simi Valley, California 93063
Joshua.Mengers@emcbc.doe.gov

DTSC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT BURRO FLATS AND NORTH FAULT
INVESTIGATION WORK PLAN, SANTA SUSANA FIELD LABORATORY, VENTURA
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, AUGUST 28, 2024

Dear Dr. Mengers,

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) has completed its review of
Department of Energy’s (DOE) Draft Burro Flats and North Fault Investigation Work
Plan (Draft Faults Investigation WP), Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL), Ventura
County, California. The Draft Faults Investigation WP was prepared by InfraTerra, Inc.
for the DOE, is dated August 28, 2024, and was submitted to DTSC via email on
November 1, 2024.

The Draft Faults Investigation WP was prepared following submittal of DOE’s Draft
Assessment of Burro Flats Fault and North Fault Influence on Corrective Measures
Study Alternative Recommendations in a Technical Memorandum (Faults Assessment
TM) dated July 2024, that was submitted to DTSC on August 21, 2024. The Faults
Assessment TM concluded that the CMS alternative recommendations are not
influenced by groundwater flow along plausible fault traces but acknowledged that
additional investigations may be required to better define the faults. Based on the
information in this report, DTSC has concluded that insufficient data exists to
adequately assess the influence of faults on groundwater flow, but agrees that further
definition and investigation of the faults is needed.
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The Draft Faults Investigation Work Plan describes the methodology proposed to
characterize bedrock faulting in Area IV, including the Burro Flats Fault and North Fault.
The scope of work includes compilation of existing data, interpretation of aerial imagery
and LiDAR, field mapping, terrestrial scanning and surveys of mapped fault locations,
and preparation of a comprehensive report. Results of the refined fault mapping can
also be used to evaluate if impacted groundwater is located near the faults and
determine the feasibility of installing additional monitoring wells across the major faults
to better evaluate the presence or absence of fault-controlled groundwater transport.
Fault trenching to further refine bedrock fault locations in the shallow subsurface may be

recommended based on the field mapping.

DTSC concurs with the approach and hereby approves the Draft Faults Investigation
WP. If you have any questions, please contact Tanya Brosnan at (818) 717-6619 or

via email at Tanya.Brosnan@dtsc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Tanya Brosnan, PG, CHG

Santa Susana Field Laboratory Unit

Site Mitigation and Restoration Program
Department of Toxic Substances Control

cc:  (via email)

Rose Galer
U.S. Department of Energy
Rose.Galer@emcbc.doe.gov

Pamela Hartman, PG
U.S. Department of Energy
Pamela.Hartman@emcbc.doe.gov

John Wondolleck
CDM Federal Programs Corporation
WondolleckJT@cdmsmith.com

Greg Stuesse
CDM Federal Programs Corporation
StuesseGL@cdmsmith.com

Steven Becker, PG
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Steven.Becker@dtsc.ca.gov

Mindy Mathias, PE
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Mindy.Mathias@dtsc.ca.gov

Tom Seckington, PG, CHG
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Tom.Seckington@dtsc.ca.gov

Britt Quinby
NorthWind Group
Britt. Quinby@northwindgrp.com

Luke Hill
NorthWind Group
Luke.Hill@northwindgrp.com
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